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The Messenger 

ADVENT, CHRISTMASTIDE – 2025 

The Church of the Messiah 

114 North Third Street at Madison 

Pulaski, Tennessee  38478 

The Episcopal Diocese of Tennessee 

John C. Bauerschmidt, Bishop 

 

 

The mission of the Church of the Messiah is to be a growing witness of  

our Faith in Jesus Christ in the midst of the community  

through worship and sacrament in the Episcopal tradition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our leadership: 

 The Rev. Justin L. Taliaferro:  Priest-in-Charge 

 Pat Woolard:  Organist/Choirmaster 

 Secretary to the Parish: Marqueda Forrester 

 Treasurer:  Kristi Watson  

 Senior Warden:  Andy Hoover (’25) 

 Junior Warden:  Robert Gobble (’27) 

 Clerk of the Vestry:  Cynthia Low (‘25) 

 Vestry members:   

                David Bell (’25),  Kathleen Lamb (’26),  Daniel Roberts (’26), Clay Yost (’27) 
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A message from the Rev. Justin Taliaferro 
 

Greetings, Church of the Messiah family! 

 

As we are heading towards Advent this year, we are also entering a new phase of our 

diocesan Bishop Search process.  Over the next several weeks, you will have the opportunity to 

lend your voice to the search process by participating in the Survey and the Listening Sessions.  

(Please see previous, separate emails on each of those topics for details.)   

In preparation for the upcoming Listening Sessions, I would encourage each of us to 

thoughtfully read through the liturgy for the Ordination of a Bishop (BCP, pg. 512-523), paying 

particular attention to the Examination (BCP, pg. 517-518).  This is a very good summary of the 

role and identity of a Bishop.  I encourage each of us to let the following words from this 

portion of the liturgy guide us in our participation in the search process.  This can also be useful 

in shaping our hopes and prayers for our next Bishop.   

“A bishop in God's holy Church is called to be one with the apostles in 

proclaiming Christ's resurrection and interpreting the Gospel, and to testify 

to Christ's sovereignty as Lord of lords and King of kings. 

You are called to guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the Church; to 

celebrate and to provide for the administration of the sacraments of the New 

Covenant; to ordain priests and deacons and to join in ordaining bishops; and to 

be in all things a faithful pastor and wholesome example for the entire flock of 

Christ.   

With your fellow bishops you will share in the leadership of the Church 

throughout the world.  Your heritage is the faith of patriarchs, prophets, apostles, 

and martyrs, and those of every generation who have looked to God in hope.  

Your joy will be to follow him who came, not to be served, but to serve, and to 

give his life a ransom for many.”   
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“The following questions are then addressed to the bishop-elect by one or more of the other bishops. 

Bishop Will you accept this call and fulfill this trust in obedience to Christ? 

Answer I will obey Christ, and will serve in his name.   

Bishop Will you be faithful in prayer, and in the study of Holy Scripture, 

that you may have the mind of Christ?   

Answer I will, for he is my help. 

Bishop Will you boldly proclaim and interpret the Gospel of Christ, 

enlightening the minds and stirring up the conscience of your 

people?   

Answer I will, in the power of the Spirit. 

Bishop As a chief priest and pastor, will you encourage and support all 

baptized people in their gifts and ministries, nourish them from the 

riches of God's grace, pray for them without ceasing, and celebrate 

with them the sacraments of our redemption?  

Answer I will, in the name of Christ, the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. 

Bishop Will you guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the Church? 

Answer I will, for the love of God. 

Bishop Will you share with your fellow bishops in the government of the 

whole Church; will you sustain your fellow presbyters and take 

counsel with them; will you guide and strengthen the deacons and 

all others who minister in the Church?   

Answer I will, by the grace given me. 

Bishop Will you be merciful to all, show compassion to the poor and 

strangers, and defend those who have no helper? 

Answer I will, for the sake of Christ Jesus.” 

 

In addition to this, the Bishop Search Committee will offer three opportunities to learn 

more about the identity and role of a Bishop.  These will be Zoom-based sessions, led by the 

Rev. Jacob Bottom.  Email Kim Kreth (kim@krethweb.org) to receive the zoom link, letting her 

know which of the three dates you would like to join.  Sat, Nov 8 at 11am, Thurs,  

Nov 13 at 6:30pm or Tues, Nov 18 at 12pm.   

 

Peace, 
 

Fr. Justin Taliaferro 

 

mailto:kim@krethweb.org
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MESSIAH MINISTRIES 

o Morning Prayer, Monday – Saturday, 7 a.m. 

o Sunday, Holy Eucharist, 10 a.m. 

o Wednesday, 7 p.m., Holy Eucharist. 

o Vestry Meeting, Second Monday of the month, 4:30 p.m. 

o Potluck Luncheon is the second Sunday of each month. 

  

2026 Stewardship Drive: 

 Stewardship Drive  letters with pledge cards  for 2026 have been mailed and  are also 

available at the church.  We ask that you prayerfully consider your financial pledge for 2026. If 

you plan to pledge, please return your pledge card  to the Church of the Messiah by Sunday, 

November 30, 2025. 
 

Thanksgiving Food Drive: 

 This year, we will again be collecting donated food items for RFD, ahead of the 

Thanksgiving holiday.  This is an important time of year for many families, including our 

neighbors who live with food insecurity.  RFD does a lot of "business" this time of year, and is 

in need of donations.  Donations can be dropped off at the Parish Hall starting this Sunday 

November 2, and going through Sunday November 16.  Please see below for a suggested list of 

food items: 

Dried Beans (Pinto, White, Blackeye Peas), Green Beans, Whole Kernel and or Cream Style 

Corn, Butter Beans, Crowder Peas, Sweet Potatoes, Turnip Greens, Fried Apples, Pumpkin Pie 

Filling, Cranberry Sauce, Turkey Gravy Mix, Jiffy Cornbread Mix, Mac & Cheese,  

Frozen Turkeys / Hams, or Monetary Donations 
   

  

Bishop’s Annual Visit: 

 Bishop John C. Bauerschmidt will be at the Church of the Messiah, November, 19, 2025, 

6:00 p.m. for his annual visit. Worship will begin at 6:00 p.m. with a reception  immediately 

following the service in the Parish Hall. There will be further information coming in a few days.   

  
 

DECEMBER 24, 2025 -  CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  

CAROLING 10:30 PM 

HOLY EUCHARIST 11:00 PM. 

 

Birthdays November & December:   

11/1 Evelyn Yost; 11/6  Andy Hoover; 11/26  Van Hallmark; 11/26  Ike Hosay. 

12/9  Ann Thompson Hays. 
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Serving our Worship ----- The Church of the Messiah: 

NOTE: WE WOULD PREFER TO FIND SUBSTITUTES. PLEASE DO NOT MANAGE YOUR OWN 

REPLACEMENT. 

 

 

 

November 2:      Acolyte:  Colton Muth;  Chalice Bearer/Reader: John Hughes; Altar Guild: 

Connie Baker. 

November 9:      Acolyte: Graham Hoover; Chalice Bearer/Reader: Pat Dunnavant; Altar 

Guild: Catherine Dunnavant. 

November 16:     Acolyte: William Taliaferro; Chalice Bearer/Reader: John Hughes; Altar 

Guild: Tabitha & Dan Lavacot. 

November 19 -Bishop’s Visit:   Acolytes: Calum Lavacot & Graham Hoover; Chalice 

Bearer/Reader: Andy Hoover; Altar Guild: Tabitha & Dan Lavacot. 

November 23:    Acolyte: Colton Muth; Chalice Bearer/Reader: Pat Dunnavant; Altar 

Guild: Samantha & Donny Muth. 

November 30 - Advent I:     Acolyte: Catherine Dunnavant; Chalice Bearer/Reader: Rich 

Woolard;  Altar Guild: Corrie Taliaferro. 

  

 

 

December 7 – Advent II:     Acolyte: William Taliaferro; Chalice Bearer/Reader: John 

Hughes; Altar Guild: Connie Baker. 

December 14 – Advent III:     Acolyte:  Graham Hoover; Chalice Bearer/Reader: Pat 

Dunnavant; Altar Guild: Catherine Dunnavant. 

December 21 – Advent IV:     Acolyte: Colton Muth; Chalice Bearer/Reader: Rich 

Woolard;  Altar Guild: Tabitha & Dan Lavacot. 

December 24:   Christmas Eve:    Chalice Bearer/Reader:  Andy Hoover; Acolytes: All 

acolytes available; Altar Guild: All members available. 

December 28:    Acolyte:   William Taliaferro; Chalice Bearer/Reader: Pat Dunnavant; Altar 

Guild: Samantha & Donny Muth. 

 


