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Amalgamated book reviews 

Book review on Church of Cowards by Matt Walsh (Regenery:2020) 

Christians are being martyred for the faith in record numbers, but how many American Christians 

are willing to lay down their smartphones, let alone their lives, for the faith? 

 

Being a Christian in America doesn’t require much these days. Walsh’s book takes on the 

convenient, milquetoast faith that he sees discrediting Christ, and he does so with acerbic wit and 

hyperbole. If he sounds harsh at times, see Jesus hyperbole so frequently found in the Gospels. 

Many “popular” churches are more like entertainment venues than places to worship God. The lives 

that American “Christians” lead are not discernably different from those of the indifferent, the 

agnostic, or the atheist, and their knowledge of theology isn’t much better either. 

 

Matt Walsh of The Daily Wire exposes the anemic state of Christianity in America today, lays out 

the stakes for us, our families, and our eternal salvation, and invites us to a faith that is more 

rigorous and less comfortable — more real and actually worth something. 

 

The spiritual counterfeit food we’re gorging ourselves with is never going to satisfy. St. Augustine 

said long ago but still prescient, our hearts are restless until they rest in Him. Only God as He has 

revealed Himself can make our lives anything but ultimately meaningless and vanity. We should not 

mislead ourselves and others that we can get anywhere near Him if we refuse to take up our cross 

and follow Jesus. If we believe this, why are we not vigorous to keep the faith pure and undefiled, 

and why are we not passing this along to the next generation as of first importance? 

 

This rousing call to the real adventure of a living faith is a wake-up call to complacent Christians 

and a rallying cry for anyone dissatisfied with a lukewarm faith. To me, reading it was rekindling in 

effect, and that is something that could benefit many, for if Walsh is not talking to you, he is talking 

about your family, friends, and neighbors. 

 

Amalgamated book reviews 

Good Kills: God, Good, and The Sword by David Engelhardt (2021) 

“David’s Good Kills is like a blinding flick of the switch in a dark and dusty room.” Our diocesan 

convention voted to condemn capital punishment categorically. I did not vote because I had not 

revisited nor pondered the topic in a long, long time. Thus, this book came along just when I needed 

to be thoughtful about an issue upon which my peers had unanimously passed judgment: can it be 

good to kill? The prohibition of the sixth commandment is clearly against the taking of innocent 

life, as is overwhelmingly clear in context. This is a hard topic, but does God delegate to us the 

power to purge in certain cases? Though uncomfortable, this book is a deep dive into intimidating 

waters. 

“Some points strike hard like, “Life is not a gift!” but then soon merge with the hope, purpose, and 

honor in a life lived as a “capital investment.” They shine out and embarrass our ignorance in truly 

https://www.amazon.com/Good-Kills-God-Sword/dp/B09NH477G6/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/s?ie=UTF8&field-author=David+Engelhardt&search-alias=books
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bad policy— “chasing down gnats while dark camels of catastrophe are destroying our nation.” But 

they also draw attention to — and courage from — the sound roots of our great nation, not 

excluding its unique reflection in form (legislative, judicial, executive) to the interleaved strength of 

triune sovereignty (Father, Son, Holy Spirit). David’s tone also weaves three — that of a judicial 

father, a fiducial son, and a lyrical (sometimes hilarious) spirit.” 

 

Facts can feel harsh; truth can be abrasive. Good Kills implores us to open our eyes and sift the truth 

from the half-truth. Philosophically, theologically, patriotically — it is a work that challenges to 

thin more deeply than we usually do. Read it. I did twice. 

The words of Jesus revealed to the church of Laodicea come to mind as a germane warning: 15 “‘I 

know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16 So, 

because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, 

I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, 

poor, blind, and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, 

and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be 

seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. 19 Those whom I love, I reprove and 

discipline, so be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 

voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 21 The one who 

conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my 

Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’” The 

Revelation to John 3 

 

 

 

 

Other great reads 

The Abolition of Man by C. S. Lewis. The very accessible read focuses on making the case for 

objective values, which he argues are impossible without the transcendent (being God in Christ). He 

explains how this must be foundational in education and shows how treacherous are the results 

when it is not. A book especially pertinent in our day when a deeper look into the educational 

establishment is uncovering disturbing exposures that recall citizens to responsible vigilance. 

 Lewis makes his argument with a subtly, thoroughness, and generosity nearly extinct in 

modern debate. He would doubtless be appalled that the trends he identifies have come into such 

grotesque flower now. He concludes chapter one with a short series of figures of speech that are 

memorable, the most prescient being that we are creating, by miseducation, men without chests and 

telling them to be brave, although that observation has been far surpassed today by the degradation 

of manhood and the subversion of bravery to ignoble ends. 

 

 

 

 



                                                           4 
 

The Warden by Anthony Trollope. This is a terrific novel that is absorbing and thought 

provoking. The moral quandary of a good man, how ideology can unleash widespread, unintended 

harm, what constitutes integrity for the Christian – all of these themes are subtly woven in a very 

engaging tale. A great read. 

The Warden of the title is an elderly man who has been a gentle friend and pastoral comfort to a 

group of elderly, unemployable indigent men. A relief ministry was endowed some generations 

before, and its corpus has grown. The pensioners get a suitable though modest allowance along with 

very fine accommodations and board. A muckraking news editor learns of the situation which 

abundantly provides for the Warden and targets that in a liberal diatribe which while partially 

accurate misrepresents intentionally the circumstances, making all concerned miserable. The 

complication is that the vehicle of the unjust slander Warden is engaged to the daughter of the 

slandered Warden. In the end, the corruption of the press, its penchant for distortion, and callous 

mudslinging are in high relief and bear remarkable parallels to the media and malleable public of 

our own day. 

For character study, character development, and timeliness, you cannot do better than this Trollope 

masterpiece.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For trustfulness in times of worry and anxiety 

Most loving Father, you will us to give thanks for all things, to dread nothing 

but the loss of you, and to cast all our care on the One who cares for us. Preserve 

us from faithless fears and worldly anxieties, and grant that no clouds of this 

mortal life may hide from us the light of that love which is immortal and which 

you have manifested unto us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.        Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
MESSIAH MINISTRIES 

o Morning Prayer, Monday – Saturday, 7 a.m. 

o Sunday, Holy Eucharist, 10 a.m. 

o Wednesday, 7 p.m., Holy Communion, Rite One 

o Vestry Meeting, Second Monday of the month, 6:30 p.m. 
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Up & Coming: The Vestry is planning a Pentecost Picnic Lunch in the parish hall for 

June 5, following the service. This is planned as a cookout to which you are invited 

to bring desserts; the Vestry and staff will provide hamburgers and trimmings 

(chips, Baked beans, and condiments). Please make plans now, mark your calendar, 

and invite your family, friends, & neighbors. 

 

BASEBALL GAME!!! 

The Rocket City Trash Pandas have invited our choir to perform the 

National Anthem again at Toyota Field! It is quite an honor to be asked to 

return! The choir will perform at the Trash Pandas game against the 

Birmingham Barons on Saturday, July 23, before the 6:35 first pitch. There 

will be fireworks after the game!  

Cathy Roberts has reserved a  block of 35 tickets for the July 23 Trash 

Pandas game featuring our choir. Tickets are $17.44 each. (She is paying for the 

tickets and is requesting that you reimburse her.) Tickets will be transferred to 

you electronically as  last year, so Cathy will need your current email address.  

If you have any questions, please email her at  ralphygirl@gmail.com.  

 

 

EPISCOPAL CHURCHMEN OF TENNESSEE…. 

The Laymen’s Conference will be held as scheduled at Dubose Conference 
Center, August 19 – 21, 2022!!!  Please make plans to attend the conference,  
online registration will be available soon.  For further information please 
speak with Pat Dunnavant or Rich Woolard. 
  
 
 

Parish Birthdays….     Flowers on the altar…. 

JUNE       JUNE 

11     Stormey Baker     5     Bennita Rouleau 

12     Graham Hoover     12   Pat & Catherine Dunnavant 

14     Kelly Hallmark     19   Gene & Judy Hines 

30     Lewis Foster                 JULY 

JULY      3     Dickey & Kristi Watson 

6      Kristi Watson     10   Kathleen Lamb 

25    Gaylia McKinney     17   Cathy Roberts 

AUGUST     31   Father Jess Reeves 

9     Trevor Hines      AUGUST 

22    Jackson Hughes     7     Pat & Catherine Dunnavant 

       21   Bennita Rouleau 

mailto:ralphygirl@gmail.com
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 IMPORTANT “CHURCHY” WORDS COMMUNICATE INDISPENSABLE TRUTHS 

 

When we talk about the vicarious aspect of the atonement, two rather technical words come 

up again and again: expiation and propitiation. These words spark all kinds of arguments 

about which one should be used to translate a particular Greek word, and some versions of 

the Bible will use one of these words and some will use the other one. We would be enriched 

by knowing the difference between propitiation and expiation. The difficulty is that even 

though these words are in the Bible, we do not use them as part of our day-to-day vocabulary, 

so we are unsure what they are communicating in Scripture. We lack reference points in 

relation to these words. They are avoided altogether in modernized liturgy. But just because 

they are difficult to a less literate culture, does not mean that we should lose the deep truths 

they describe. 

Expiation and Propitiation 

Let us think about what these words mean, then, beginning with the word expiation. The 

prefix “ex” means “out of” or “from,” so expiation has to do with removing something or 

taking something away. In biblical terms, it has to do with taking away guilt through the 

payment of a penalty or the offering of an atonement. By contrast, propitiation has to do 

with the object of the expiation. The prefix pro means “for,” so propitiation brings about a 

change in God‘s attitude, so that He moves from being at enmity with us to being for us. 

Through the process of propitiation, we are restored into fellowship and favor with Him. 

In a certain sense, propitiation has to do with God's justice being appeased. We know how 

the word appeasement functions in military and political conflicts. We think of the so-called 

politics of appeasement, the philosophy that if you have a rambunctious world conqueror on 

the loose and rattling the sword, rather than risk the wrath of his blitzkrieg you give him the 

Sudetenland from Czechoslovakia or some such chunk of territory. You try to assuage his 

wrath by giving him something that will satisfy him so that he will not come into your 

country and mow you down. That is an ungodly manifestation of appeasement. But if you 

are angry or you are truly violated, and I satisfy your anger, or appease you, e.g., after a duel 

the injured party would be asked if his honor was satisfied, then I am restored to your favor 

and the problem is removed. 

The same Greek word is translated by both the words expiation and propitiation from time 

to time. But there is a slight difference in the terms. Expiation is the act that results in God’s 

changed disposition toward us – the rebel receives pardon. It is what Christ did on the cross, 

and the result of that work of expiation is propitiation —God‘s anger is turned away. The 

distinction is the same as that between the ransom that is paid and the attitude of the who 

receives the ransom.  

Christ's Work Was an Act of Placation 

Together, expiation and propitiation constitute an act of placation. Christ did His work on 

the cross to placate the wrath of God against evil. This idea of placating the wrath of God has 
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done little to placate the wrath of modern theologians. In fact, they become very wrathful 

about the whole idea of placating God's wrath. They think it is beneath the dignity of God 

to have to be placated, that we should have to do something to soothe Him or appease Him. 

We need to be very careful in how we understand the wrath of God, but let me remind you 

that the concept of placating the wrath of God has to do here not with a peripheral, tangential 

point of theology, but with the essence of salvation.  

What Is Salvation? 

Let me ask a very basic question: what does the term salvation mean? Trying to explain it 

quickly can give you a headache, because the word salvation is used in about seventy diverse 

ways in the Bible. If somebody is rescued from certain defeat in battle, he experiences 

salvation. If somebody survives a life-threatening illness, that person experiences salvation. 

If someone’s plants are brought back from withering to robust health, they are saved. That is 

biblical language, and it‘s really no different than our own language. We save money. A boxer 

is saved by the bell, meaning he is saved from losing the fight by knockout, not that he is 

transported into the eternal kingdom of God. In short, any experience of deliverance from a 

clear and present danger can be spoken of as a form of salvation. 

When we talk about salvation biblically, we have to be careful to state that from which we are 

saved. The Apostle Paul does just that for us in 1 Thessalonians 1:10, where he says Jesus 

“delivers us from the wrath to come.” Jesus died to save us from the wrath of God. We simply 

cannot understand the teaching and the preaching of Jesus of Nazareth apart from this, for 

He constantly warned people that the entire world someday would come under divine 

judgment. Here are a few of His warnings concerning the judgment: “I say to you that whoever 

is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment” (Matt. 5:22); “I 

say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of 

judgment” (Matt. 12:36); and “The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this 

generation and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a 

greater than Jonah is here” (Matt. 12:41). Jesus theology was a crisis theology. The Greek 

word crisis means “judgment.” And the crisis of which Jesus preached was the crisis of an 

impending judgment of the world, at which point God is going to pour out His wrath against 

the unredeemed, the ungodly, and the impenitent. The only hope of escape from that 

outpouring of wrath is to be covered by the atonement of Christ. 

Therefore, Jesus supreme achievement on the cross is that He placated the wrath of God, 

which would burn against us were we not covered by the sacrifice of Christ. So, if somebody 

argues against placation or the idea of Christ satisfying the wrath of God, be alert, because the 

Gospel is at stake. This is about the essence of salvation—that as people who are covered by 

the atonement, we are redeemed from the supreme danger to which any person is exposed by 

inherent sin and shortcomings. It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of a holy God who 

is wrathful. But there is no wrath for those whose sins have been paid. That is what salvation 

is all about. 

This excerpt is adapted from The Truth of the Cross by R.C. Sproul, R.I.P. 

https://www.esv.org/1%20Thessalonians%201%3A10/
https://www.esv.org/Matt.%205%3A22/
https://www.esv.org/Matt.%2012%3A36/
https://www.esv.org/Matt.%2012%3A41/
http://www.ligonier.org/store/truth-of-the-cross-hardcover/
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Serving our Worship ----- The Church of the Messiah 
NOTE: WE WOULD PREFER TO FIND SUBSTITUTES. PLEASE DO NOT MANAGE YOUR 

OWN REPLACEMENT. 

 

June 5 – Pentecost Sunday:   Organist: Pat Woolard; Chalice bearer/reader: Mary 

Dubberley; Acolyte: Bella Muth; Altar Guild: Samantha/Donny Muth; Greeter: Catherine 

Dunnavant. 

June 12 – Trinity Sunday:   Organist: Pat Woolard; Chalice bearer/reader: Lewis 

Foster; Acolyte: Logan Muth; Altar Guild: John Davis. 

June 19:     Organist: Pat Woolard; Chalice bearer/reader: Andy Hoover; Acolyte: Calum 

Lavacot; Altar Guild: Connie Baker. 

June 26:     Organist: Pat Woolard; Chalice bearer/reader: John Hughes; Acolyte: Calum 

Lavacot; Altar Guild: Tabitha/Dan Lavacot; Mary Dubberley. 

  

 

July 3:     Organist: Pat Woolard; Chalice bearer/reader: Teresa Hughes; Acolyte: Bella 

Muth; Altar Guild: Marqueda Forrester. 

July 10:    Organist: Pat Woolard; Chalice bearer/reader: Cynthia Low; Acolyte: Calum 

Lavacot; Altar Guild: Catherine Dunnavant; Greeter: Cathy Roberts. 

July 17:      Organist: Pat Woolard; Chalice bearer/reader: Cathy Roberts; Acolyte: Logan 

Muth; Altar Guild: Marqueda Forrester. 

July 24:      Organist: Pat Woolard; Chalice bearer/reader: Rich Woolard; Acolyte: Calum 

Lavacot; Altar Guild: John Davis. 

July 31:     Organist: Pat Woolard; Chalice bearer/reader: Mary Dubberley; Acolyte: Bella 

Muth; Altar Guild: Connie Baker; Greeter: Donny Muth. 

 

  

 

August 7:     Organist: Pat Woolard; Chalice bearer/reader; Lewis Foster; Acolyte: Calum 

Lavacot; Altar Guild: Tabitha/Dan Lavacot. 

August 14:     Organist: Pat Woolard; Chalice bearer/reader: Andy Hoover; Acolyte: 

Logan Muth; Altar Guild: Marqueda Forrester; Greeter: Catherine Dunnavant. 

August 21:     Organist: Pat Woolard; Chalice bearer/reader: John Hughes; Acolyte: 

Calum Lavacot; Altar Guild: Catherine Dunnavant. 

August 28:     Organist: Pat Woolard; Chalice bearer/reader: Teresa Hughes; Acolyte: 

Bella Muth; Altar Guild: Samantha/Donny Muth; Greeter: Mary Dubberley. 
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COMMUNITY RFD 

Pat Dunnavant, Chairman 

 

Community Rural Food Delivery, aka RFD, is a non-profit food ministry of Giles 

County distributing food items to families in our community dealing with household 

food insecurity.  Food insecurity is defined as a lack of consistent access to enough food 

for every person in a household to live an active, healthy life. In Giles County, it is 

estimated that 1 in 5 adults and 1 in 6 children regularly experience food insecurity. RFD 

intends to use its resources to assist these families. 

RFD is an all-volunteer organization and relies mainly upon donations from its 

supporters for income. Currently, RFD is packing and distributing between 600 and 650 

food boxes at its regular monthly distributions and through home delivery to shut-ins. 

Also, during the month, volunteers come together for “pop-up” distributions serving 

another 125-150 families almost weekly. 

Each month we have an “Item of the Month”, which the public is invited to 

donate, and the items are taken to packing night and put in the food boxes. 

It takes many volunteers to help make this ministry a success, and RFD 

appreciates each and everyone who donates their time. There are many volunteer 

opportunities for you – food box packing and set up, the monthly food distributions, and 

the delivering of food boxes to shut-ins, just to name a few. You can also get involved in 

the bread ministry, leadership team, and grant writing. We each have different skills to 

offer, and all are gladly accepted and appreciated. Feel free to contact Rich Woolard, 

Marqueda Forrester, Angela Hallmark, or Pat Dunnavant for more info or to seek the 

opportunity to share your God given talents and skills. 

Financial contributions can be made to Community RFD by going to the RFD 

website at  communityrfd.org and accessing the donation tab. You may also put your 

contributions in the offering plate designating for Community RFD. 

       

 

 

RFD Schedule:  June 16, Thursday, 5:30 p.m., packing food boxes, Sharp Annex; 
June 18, Saturday, 8:30 a.m., distribution, Giles County AG Park, Hwy 31 South;  July 
21, Thursday, 5:30 p.m., backing food boxes, Sharp Annex; July 23, Saturday, 8:30 
a.m., distribution, Giles County AG Park, Hwy 31 South; August 18, Thursday, 5:30 
p.m., packing food boxes, Sharp Annex;  August 20, Saturday, 8:30 a.m., distribution, 
Giles County AG Park, Hwy 31 South.       

 


